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Ann Staudt

 With the same affection that a mother 
would show her child, Elizabeth Nelson 
carefully packs her cello into a case after a 
photo shoot.
 Nelson was reluctant to take “her baby” 
away from the Music Hall, but with a little 
persuading, she relents. 
 Nelson says that her cello is valued at 
$8,000, but she has her eyes on an even 
better model.
 Spending thousands of dollars on a 
cello may not sound like an extravagant 
expenditure for a college student majoring in 
music. You could look at it a little differently 
for students like Elizabeth Nelson who are 
either double majoring in another subject or 
like Nelson, a biology major, playing for fun.
 “I just sold my old horn,” said Randi 
Christensen, a double major in music and 
physics. “I’m in the process of fi nding a new 
one, but I think it’s worth the investment. I 
enjoy playing and being around people that 
enjoy music as much as I do.”
 Mike Schmidt, a materials engineering 
major, is just one of several Iowa State 
students who are majoring in areas outside 
of the Department of Music, yet still fi nd 
time to participate in one or more ensembles. 
Schmidt, who graduated last May, is 
currently a member of the Iowa State Singers, 
Iowa Statesmen, Shy of a Dozen and the jazz 
choir, which he is co-directing.
 “I was always happy just singing the bass 
line,” he said, “and not being the star of the 

show. I wasn’t involved too much as 
a freshman. “I never expected 

to be in a leadership position 
with a group, but I saw really 
how much fun it can be.”
       Last fall, there were 140 

students majoring in music 
at Iowa 
State. 
The 

marching 
band alone 

has over 300 
members, 

so you can 
see how 
important 
non-majors or 
double majors 
are.

  And a large 
number 
of those 
non-majors 
and double 

majors are in 
leadership 
positions.   
       In 
addition 
to Schmidt 
and 
Nelson, the 
principal 

cellist 

with the ISU Symphony Orchestra and a 
member of the board of directors of the Ames 
International Orchestra Festival Association, 
Kristin Johannsen and Sarah Bauer 
stand out.
 A double major in materials engineering 
and music, Johannsen has excelled in a 
variety of different aspects of the Department 
of Music.
 “I’m particularly amazed at her being 
concert mistress of the orchestra, doing a 
recital of very diffi cult violin music, as well as 
her arrangements of pieces for pep band. And 
she plays in the marching band,” said Sue 
Haug, professor and chair of the Department 
of Music. “She was even the Town & Gown 
Chamber Music series student representative 
one year.”
 As a freshman, Johannsen received 
both a music and engineering scholarship 
and naturally gravitated to the various 
musical ensembles.
 “I couldn’t give up the stuff that I had 
started and enjoyed so much in high school,” 
she said. 
 Still that fi rst year at Iowa State was 
diffi cult for Johannsen. During her fi rst 
semester on campus, she played trumpet in 
the marching band and violin with the ISU 
Symphonic Orchestra at the same time. 
That in itself was a challenge. So was 
the fact that the two groups met at 
the same time on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays. 
 “In high school I had band 
and choir every day and when 
I came here I thought it was 
horrible that I couldn’t sing or play 
every day,” she said. “So I pretty much 
got involved in everything you can do 
here musically.”
       Bauer, another engineering/music 
double major, says she also always had 
a love for music. And that’s why she has 
a second major at Iowa State.
 “I started out solely as a chemical 
engineering major,’ she said. “Music has 
always been a part of my life and I really 
wanted that to continue in college.”
 Bauer’s activities outside of engineering 
have made her a recipient of two recent 
honors. Earlier this academic year, she was 
named a Tau Beta Pi Laureate for 2002. An 
engineering honor society, Tau Beta Pi named 
three students nationwide to receive this 
award for students who excelled in areas 
beyond their technical majors. This spring, 
Bauer was one of three students selected 
to receive the Barron All-University Senior 
Award by the ISU Alumni Association.
 Bauer, who is the principal fl utist for 
the ISU Orchestra and ISU Wind Ensemble, 
is also active in the College of Engineering, 
serving on a variety of committees and 
student organizations.
 In spite of all her other activities, music is 
extremely important to Bauer.
 “If someone told me to choose one (music 
or engineering), I don’t know which I would 

Music lovers  Students supplement academic 
      interests with music.

pick,” she said. 
“If I just chose to 
be an engineer 
and didn’t have 
the emotional 
release that 
music gives 
me, then there 
would be no 
color in my 
life. I don’t 
fi nd engineer-
ing 
very 
colorful. 
Some 
people 
do. I just 
haven’t fi gured 
that out.”
   Schmidt says that he decided to major 
in materials engineering and be involved 
with the Department of Music because he 
didn’t want to waste his musical talent.
   “I’m good at this (music) and I enjoy 
engineering,” he said. “Ultimately I choose 

to be an engineering major because 
I couldn’t go take engineering 

classes on the side if I was a music 
major. I want to be able to use all 
my talents.”
           Ironically Schmidt says 
while he works harder on his 
engineering classes, he spends 

more time in the Music Hall.
He’s not alone in that.
“Some of my non-music 

friends think I’m crazy,” said 
Ann Staudt, a clarinetist with 
the marching band and the 
ISU Wind Ensemble, who is a 
chemical engineering major. 
“I’m taking 18 hours and am 
involved in a lot of things 

on campus.
       “I wanted to be 
involved my freshman year 

and so I joined the marching 
band. It’s a one-hour credit 

course, but no one is in it for the academic 
credit. All the friends I have made in music 
have outweighed the pressures and time 
constraints that being so involved entails.”
 Time constraints can get even bigger 
when the non-majors or double majors take 
their interest behind Iowa State.
 Danny Dickinson is one of two Iowa 
State percussionists who successfully 
auditioned for the Des Moines Symphony 
as extra players. Dickinson, a double major 
in music and biochemistry, says the extra 
performances and rehearsals are mostly a 
matter of commitment.
 “It’s a lot to do,” he said, “but I enjoy 
doing all of it. Music is what I have always 
done in my spare time—it’s my outlet, kind 
of a stress relief. I’ll come home and don’t 
want to do anything, but when I’m through 
playing, I feel a lot better.”
 
   Elizabeth Nelson

Mike Rosulek
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 As the largest college at Iowa State University, 
the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences (LAS) 
is a diverse collection of academic disciplines 
ranging from the humanities to the biological 
sciences, from the social sciences to mathematical 
disciplines and physical sciences.

 Over the past year, we have begun to look 
at ways to bring those 
diverse offerings into 
a more cohesive unit. 
The most important is 
the restructuring of LAS 
into three new academic 
divisions with the intent to 
strengthen the College of 
Liberal Arts and Sciences 
and make our programs 
more visible.    

 The increased    
visibility will provide    
more opportunities to 
advance our programs, 
and also emphasize their 
importance and value to 
Iowa State University.

 The restructuring 
plan will establish three divisions within             
LAS—Division of Humanities, Division of   
Science and Mathematics, and Division of 
Social Sciences. The plan has been approved 
unanimously by our LAS Representative 
Assembly and by our 23 department chairs     
and is currently being implemented.

 This restructuring will allow us to deal more 
effectively with such issues as planning, budget 
enhancements or reductions, prioritization, and 
metrics for achievement among others. These 
issues are diffi cult to implement with the same 
criteria across our widely varied programs. The 
divisions will facilitate greater visibility for each 
of these units, and will also provide a vehicle    
for advocacy to more effectively move our 
programs forward.

 Iowa State students and alumni will not 
notice any signifi cant change within their 
individual academic departments. And this won’t 
add another layer of administration nor will 
the chain of command between the department 
chairs and the LAS dean be affected.

Also this year, the College of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences and the College of Agriculture 
have continued to explore restructuring our 
biological science departments. This May, the 
Board of Regents, State of Iowa, approved a 
plan that effectively eliminated the Department 
of Botany and the Department of Zoology and 

Genetics. In their place will 
be the Department of Ecology, 
Evolution and Organismal 
Biology (EEOB) and the 
Department of Genetics, 
Development and Cell 
Biology (GDCB).

    Unlike the previous 
structure, faculty members 
addressing similar types of 
questions regardless of what 
organism they study will now 
be placed together in the 
same academic department, 
bringing together researchers 
with similar perspectives. We 
think that by establishing 
these new academic 
departments, the biological 

sciences at Iowa State will achieve even greater 
international recognition.

Another area that LAS is taking a more 
organized approach to is international programs 
and activities. A LAS International Programs 
Cabinet has been established with representation 
across college academic disciplines in order to 
promote the college’s international efforts and 
activities in as effectively a manner as possible. 
These efforts will include curriculum development, 
research and outreach.

In this issue of LAS Inside Insight, you will 
notice some other changes, accomplishments and 
celebrations in your college. I hope you enjoy 
this newsletter, and thank you for your continued 
support of Iowa State University and the College of 
Liberal Arts and Sciences.

Peter W. Rabideau
Dean
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences

From the Dean

   

Dianne Bystrom meets with Catt Center for Women and 
Politics supporters. 

The silent auction helped raise more than $2,500.

10 years and 
counting

More than $2500 was 
raised for the Carrie 
Chapman Catt Center 

for Women and Politics 
at its 10th anniversary 
celebration on Friday, 
Nov. 15.

The activities, which 
culminated the Center’s 
semester-long celebration, 
featured a silent auction, 
benefi t dinner and a 

performance of “The Yellow Rose of Suffrage,” 
a one-woman play by Jane Cox, associate 
professor of theatre at Iowa State. The play 
tells the life story of Carrie Chapman Catt, an 
Iowa State alumnus and former president of the 
national League of Women Voters.
 “We got some very interesting items donated 
to us,” said Dianne Bystrom, director of the Catt 
Center. “We had a lot of good support from local, 
state, and national political leaders from both 
parties and from both men and women.”
 The silent auction items included 
autographed books, original paintings and other 
items from Democrats and Republicans in the 
U.S. Congress, Iowa Legislature, and governor 
and state executive items. 

Jane Cox and “The 
Yellow Rose of  
Suffrage”
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 Teacher of the Year. It’s an honor that 
teachers at all levels of their professions strive for. 
 And for four faculty members in the College 
of Liberal Arts and Sciences, they can now add 
that title to their name.

J. Herman Blake
 J. Herman Blake can’t understand why he 
was honored by the Carnegie Foundation for 
the Advancement of Teaching as the 2002 Iowa 
Professor of the Year.
 “It’s unusual to grant such an award 
for an individual who has made a career in 
administration,” Blake says.
 Indeed Blake has been heavily involved 
in higher education administration. Since 
1998, he has served as director of the African 
American Studies program at Iowa State, where 
he is responsible for the development of the 
comprehensive academic program with emphasis 
on faculty recruitment, curriculum development, 
research and creative activity, and service.
 Prior to coming to Iowa State, Blake served 
in administrative positions at universities in 
Indiana, Mississippi and California.
 But if you look further, you will notice 
that Blake has also been an active and effective 
instructor at each of his stops along the way.
 “I teach all the time,” Blake admits. “I wasn’t 
expected to teach when I was an administrator, 
but I did.”
 He says as a full-time administrator, he 
started to lose touch with students over time. The 
way he could once again make a connection with 
students was to go back into the classroom.
 “About the only time you see a student as 
an administrator is when the student either has a 
problem or is a problem,” he says. “When I came 
to that understanding I decided to start teaching 
again. A teacher is more likely to see students in 
the classroom than in an offi ce.”
 Throughout his teaching career, Blake says 
his philosophy has remained the same.
 “I don’t teach subjects,” he says. “I teach 
students. I teach in such a manner because I 

The best  Four faculty members in the College of Liberal  
        Arts and Sciences have been named the best in their respective fi elds.
   

want them to be actively involved in the learning 
process. As a result, my courses emphasize high 
expectations of the students, all within a context 
of respect for their intellect and support for their 
academic goals.”

Jim Colbert
 When Jim Colbert came back to Iowa State 
as an assistant professor of botany, his main 
responsibility was conducting research in plant 
molecular biology.
 It was important to Colbert that he also have 
teaching responsibilities, and for a number of years 
he juggled the two effectively.
 There came a time, however, that 
Colbert wanted to spend less and less time in 
his lab. Instead he was directing his energies to 
the classroom.
 “I’m not saying that research isn’t important 
or valuable,” Colbert said. “I felt that although my 
research was interesting, it became clear to me 
that what I was most interested in was being in the 
classroom. “In the end, I just couldn’t see myself 
not teaching.”
 So far he has been rewarded for that decision, 
having been recognized numerous times for his 
success in the classroom.
 The latest honor came when he received 
the 2002 Award for Innovative Excellence in 
Teaching, Learning and Technology. The award is 
sponsored by the Center for the Advancement of 
Teaching and Learning. Colbert was cited for his 
commitment to student learning through creative 
and enthusiastic methods.
 Colbert continually challenges his students to 
augment their learning with relevant community 
service activities, including the launching of 
the Skunk River Navy to integrate environment 
education and practice.
 “The Skunk River Navy and the BEST 
learning community are two good examples that 
I feel are really valuable learning opportunities 
for undergraduates,” he said. “Now instead of 
spending time on weekends writing grants, I’m 
wading around in a river.”

Charles Drewes
 Over the past 28 years, Charles Drewes, 
professor of zoology and genetics, frequently 
pondered the following questions— 

• Can more be done to inspire students 
 in biology?
•  Is biology education too often a 
 “spectator sport”?
•  If so, why, and what can be done?

 “My intuitions and my colleagues seemed 
to provide affi rmative answers to the fi rst two 
questions, but I felt I was in no position to effect 
any change,” Drewes said.
 Drewes says he was able to begin effecting 
some actual change when he became a co-
director of a multi-year project funded by the 
Howard Hughes Medical Institute to improve 
undergraduate biology education at Iowa State.
 His vision and specifi c role in this project 
involved creation of hands-on summer 
workshops for biology teachers at the Iowa 
Lakeside Laboratory.
 What followed from those fi rst workshops 
in 1993 was a series of personally rewarding and 
professionally transforming experiences in
educational outreach in which Drewes found 
answers to that third question.

Scholars, fellows 
Two faculty members in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences recognized by prestigious groups.

Donna Kienzler, Charles Drewes, Jim Colbert, and 
J. Herman Blake.

Continued on page 5
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Kevin Amidon
 During his 11-month Social Science Research 
Council Postdoctoral Fellowship at the Free 
University of Berlin, Kevin Amidon, assistant 
professor of foreign languages and literatures, will 
be working on his research project, “Lebenswerth 
and Lebenszweck: Aesthetic Values and Race in 
German Biology.” Lebenswerth and Lebenszweck 
are German words that translate into “the value of 
life” and “the purpose of life.”
 Specifi cally Amidon will look at the 
development of biology as an academic discipline 
through a project on evolution and human 
diversity in German biological thought.
 In the late 19th century, academicians in the 

sciences fi rst began to refer to biology by 
that name. Prior to that any instruction in 
university classrooms was deemed either 
natural history or natural philosophy.
     “This is an important, but not 
very well known history of the 

development of biology as an academic 
discipline, and German scientists played a 

large role in that development,” Amidon 
said. “My research will focus on getting 

a handle on what they (German 
scientists) were arguing and how they 
began persuading people about this 

new academic discipline.”
A major part of the development of biology 

as an academic discipline came from faculty 
scientists in German universities. That infl uence 
eventually was brought into American classrooms 
and laboratories.

In his research, Amidon also works on an 
additional set of ideas and institutions in 19th and 
20th century German culture. Music, especially 
opera, holds a special signifi cance and tradition in 
German cultural life and identity formation during 
this time frame.

“On the surface, music and science couldn’t be 
any more different,” he continued. “But if you look 
closer they both tap into the same set of ideas, 
goals and cultural practices.”

Alex Tuckness
Alex Tuckness, assistant professor of 

political science, had his choice of fellow-
ships from both Princeton and Harvard. In 
the end he accepted a Faculty Fellowship in 
Ethics at Harvard’s Center for Ethics 
and the Professions for the 2003-04 
academic year. He will spend the 
year working on his next book 
project, Principles of International 
Justice.

The Harvard Center for Ethics and the 
Professions encourages teaching and research 
about ethical issues in public life and the 
professions. Its resident fellowships support 
outstanding teachers and scholars who want 
to develop their ability to address questions 
of moral choice in such areas as business, 
education, government, law and medicine.

“Most of my past work has dealt with ethical 
questions,” Tuckness said. “People have talked 
about moral aspects in regards to politics since 
ancient times.”

That includes his fi rst publication, Locke 
and the Legislative Point of View: Toleration, 
Contested Principles, and the Law. In this book, 
Tuckness argues that the 17th century British 

philosopher John Locke’s contributions 
about which moral principles should 
guide political action have long been 
obscured by overemphasis on his doctrine 
of consent. 
  In his upcoming book, 

Principles of International 
Justice, Tuckness will look at 

contemporary ethical issues 
as they relate to ethical 

decisions that nations 
must make.



 A casual conversation late one Friday 
afternoon got Whitney Sanford, associate 
professor and professor-in-charge of religious 
studies thinking how she could utilize the C6 
virtual reality system in her courses.
 Sanford was already familiar with the C6, 
a six-sided research instrument that completely 
surrounds users with three-dimensional graphics 
and sound, and was friends with Carolina 
Cruz-Neira, associate professor of industrial 
and manufacturing systems engineering 
and associate director of the Virtual Reality 
Applications Center (VRAC).
 Still, Sanford hadn’t given much thought to 
how this system could be used in her courses 
until a conversation with Cruz-Neira eventually 
led to the creation of a “virtual” Hindu Temple.

 “It’s going much farther than I had initially 
envisioned,” she said. “Not only do we have 
a virtual model of a Hindu Temple, but there 
are also human fi gures (Avatars) that transform 
the temple from a static environment to an 
immersive and interactive environment.”
 Sanford says students in her religious studies 
courses can only learn so much from books and 
her lectures. They should be able to “virtually” 
visit sites and historical events and eventually 
“virtually participate” in these events.
 “We’re increasing access (with the virtual 
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Virtual temple Hindu temple becomes “reality” in C6.

Hindu Temple) to remote cultural, religious and 
historical sites,” she said. “We’ll be able to take 
them to a temple where they can be a part of 
a ritual performance and actually show them 
what people do in this environment.
 “Virtual reality is a really interesting 
pedagogical tool.”
 Sanford and Cruz-Neira are applying for 
a National Science Foundation (NSF) grant 
to take the virtual Hindu Temple to a full 
immersive state. 
 “Digital storytelling is an exciting new 
fi eld in which we can utilize the skills of the 
humanities and information technology,” 
Sanford said. “The new version will offer 
‘portals’ so participants can leave the linear 
story and enter sub-stories that explain relevant 
background material such as the mythology 
or social issues. This will allow us to explore 
methods of presenting linear stories as well as 
non-linear sub-stories.”
 Participants will be able to participate 
in the story by assuming the role of one of 
the characters in the narrative. Or they can 
roam through the environment guided by a 
virtual friend.
 In the future, she also hopes that a 
fairly tightly scripted version of the virtual 
Hindu Temple will walk participants through 
the rituals. 
 “In this version, it’s almost like entering a 
story,” she said. “As the technology improves, 
we’ll be able to have it even more interactive.”
 In addition to completing the project, 
Sanford is exploring ways of utilizing the 
virtual Hindu Temple in her classes through 
digital storytelling.
 “How does this fi t into education?” she 
asked. “How can we use this type of interactive 
experience for the humanities?
 “We can use this as an educational tool,” 
she continued, “but it can’t replace actually 
going to a Hindu Temple and seeing the 
rituals yourself. These stories are meant to 
entice, not replicate.” 
 Sanford envisions a series of virtual reality 
projects that could look at other religions also. 

 This past winter, when most of us were 
either sound asleep or just thinking about waking 
up, Tina Greenfi eld, a graduate student in 
geological and atmospheric sciences, was already 
working on her research for that day. 
 To be fair, Greenfi eld didn’t go out every 
morning before 5 a.m. (she rotated with two 
other meteorology students, Brian Tentinger 
and Jose Alamo), but there were times when 
Greenfi eld wished she wasn’t driving the back 
roads of Story County in search of bridge frost.
 “There were some times I wish I could have 
gotten out of it,” Greenfi eld said. “It’s at 
an obscenely early time in the morning.
 “Typically it’s extremely cold, you have 
to scrape your car. It’s real tempting just to 
stay inside.”
 Instead, virtually every morning this past 
winter, either Greenfi eld, Tentinger or Alamo 
observed whether or not frost had developed on 
three Story County bridges, all over Highway 
30 (State Avenue bridge, South Dakota Avenue 
bridge and the County Line bridge). 
 The three bridges were selected because of 
their close proximity to each other. (They are 
separated by one mile each.) Each day that frost 
could develop, Greenfi eld, Tentinger or Alamo 

Frost warning  Graduate student teams with Iowa DOT to determine when Iowa's bridges frost.

would drive over the bridge and then park the car 
and get out and use an infrared thermometer to 
take the bridge pavement’s temperature quickly. 
 A complete rotation of the three bridges can 
take up to half an hour. However, when frost is 
observed, either Greenfi eld, Tentinger or Alamo 
could be on site until 9 or 10 a.m. 
 Frost develops when two criteria occur—the 
bridge temperature is below freezing and the dew 
point temperature is above the bridge temperature.
 “This is a very sensitive reading,” Greenfi eld 
says. “If you are off by just a degree or two, it can 
mean nothing will happen or you could get a large 
amount of frost.”
 Because of the criteria necessary to develop 
frost, the trio of bridge inspectors doesn’t go out 
every day. This is the second year of Greenfi eld’s 
research (she plans three years of observable data), 
which is funded by a two-year grant from the 
Iowa Department of Transportation.  Observations 
are not made when slick conditions already exist 
(snow or ice) or if the temperature is too high. 
 The Iowa DOT is primarily interested 
in Greenfi eld’s project because of potentially 
hazardous conditions presented to a motorist 
coming upon a frosty bridge at a high rate 
of speed. 

 

 “The DOT and others are very interested in 
helping us develop procedures by which we can 
accurately predict roadway driving conditions in 
Iowa,” said Gene Takle, professor of geological 
and atmospheric sciences.
 “From these observations, we hopefully can 
develop computer models that will tell us when 
frost will occur and how much will accumulate. 
If we are able to develop a model that can 
predict 18 hours in advance whether frost 
will occur, then the DOT can have the trucks 
ready to go.”

Tina Greenfi eld, Jose Alamo, and Brian 
Tentinger at the County Line Bridge.

Whitney Sanford and the “virtual” Hindu Temple
Photo courtesy VRAC

Greenlee School 
reaches $18 million 
fundraising goal
 The Greenlee School of Journalism and 
Communication has completed an $18 million 
fund-raising campaign that was initiated in 
1998 with a $9 million matching gift from Iowa 
State alumni Robert and Diane Greenlee of 
Boulder, Colo.. 
 The campaign will support a variety of 
education priorities including: increasing the 
scholarship program for undergraduate and 
graduate students; providing program support 
for student learning opportunities and faculty 
development; creation of professorships and 
named chairs to support leading faculty; and 
renovation of Hamilton Hall. Many of the 
gifts are pledges and deferred gifts that will be 
realized in future years. 
 “The funds from this campaign will elevate 
our journalism and communication programs 
to the next level,” said ISU President Gregory 
Geoffroy. The impact of these gifts will benefi t 
our students for years to come.” 
 “The resources provided by this campaign 
are already giving a tremendous boost to our 
students, staff, and faculty,” said John Eighmey, 
former chair of the Greenlee School. Eighmey 
pointed to the immediate impact of resources 
saying, “Annual scholarship awards have 
increased from $35,000 to more than $120,000. 
The Greenlee School now utilizes one of the 
most advanced all-digital television studios in 
the nation, and this June we will complete a 
much-needed renovation of Hamilton Hall.” 
 The Greenlees point to Eighmey’s 
leadership as key to the campaign’s success. 
 “Dr. Eighmey served the new school with 
dignity and vision, and thanks to his tireless 
efforts we have reached this milestone,” said 
Robert Greenlee. “Iowa State will continue its 
reputation of having a premier journalism and 
communication program.” 
 “We want to be involved in ventures that 
give people a chance to excel, to succeed. Iowa 
State encompasses the American Dream. It gives 
people that chance,” said Diane Greenlee. 
 Gifts for the campaign were made through 
the Iowa State University Foundation—
a private, non-profi t corporation dedicated to 
securing and managing gifts and grants that 
benefi t Iowa State University.
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 Each year the notice would go out. The Iowa 
Arts Council was looking for artists to design an 
ornament that would adorn the White House 
Christmas tree.
       Each year Bob Sunderman 

would get the invitation. And 
each year he declined. 
      Something changed this 
year. Not only did Sunderman 
decide to look into designing an 
ornament, but also the White 
House invited him to do just 
that as one of the State of Iowa’s 
representatives for the White 
House holiday tradition.
      “I always thought about 
submitting something in the 
past, but just never did. This 
time I said I was interested and 
the White House sends me an 
invitation,” said Sunderman, 
assistant professor of music, who 
is in charge of scenic design and 

technical theatre with ISU Theatre.
 “I’m not really sure how my design 
was chosen.”
 Over the years, the White House Christmas 
tree has refl ected both the times and tastes of 
the First Family. Jacqueline Kennedy began 

 When a study came out 
in 1994 detailing research 
productivity in counseling 
psychology programs 
across the world, Iowa 
State’s program within the 
Department of Psychology 
ranked a respectable 29th.
 Oh how the times 
have changed.
 The latest research 
productivity study, which 
was done at the University 
of Akron, indicates that Iowa 
State’s counseling psychology 
program has had the biggest 
jump of any program 
surveyed—all the way from 
29th to third overall. 
 Iowa State ranked just 
behind the University of Maryland-College Park 
and the University of Missouri-Columbia, which 
retained the top two spots from the 1994 study. 
The study looked at research published in the 
four major counseling journals from 1996-2000.
 Iowa State’s jump in the rankings was due 
to a deliberate strategy according to Doug 
Epperson, professor of psychology and director 
of the counseling psychology program.
 “Since the 1994 study was conducted, we 
have had a signifi cant increase in faculty size,” 
he said. “We also submitted articles to top-tier 
publications and sought to hire people into our 
department that really emphasized quality in 
their publications.”
 Two of those top-tier journals were included 
in the recent survey, including the Journal of 
Counseling Psychology (JCP) and the Journal of 
Vocational Behavior (JVB). Each article published 
in these journals, as well as The Counseling 
Psychologist and the Journal of Counseling and 

Top ranked  Recent study indicates that the counseling 

program in the Department of Psychology ranks high in research productivity.

the tradition of Christmas tree themes when 
she decorated the 1961 Christmas tree in toy 
trimmings from the Nutcracker Suite 
by Tchaikovsky.
 Today, the First Lady selects a theme and taps 
the talents of American artisans, who give life to 
the idea. First Lady Laura Bush chose a bird theme 
for 2002.
 With the theme and specifi cations in hand, 
Sunderman started work on his Christmas tree 
ornament. His fi nal version was the Gold Finch, 
the state bird of Iowa.
 Sunderman’s ornament is made out of brass 
and has a three-dimensional look to it with wings 
coming out of the body. The ornament is painted 
golden to “make it stand out.”
 “On this one I actually did some painting so 
people could see what the bird really looks like,” 
he said. “Originally I thought about doing an 
ornament that featured a pheasant, but in the 
end I picked something that was more identifi able 
to Iowa.”
 As part of the selection process, Sunderman 
visited the White House in early December for 
a reception hosted by the First Lady for the 
ornaments’ artists. After their holiday presentation, 
all of the ornaments included on the 2002 White 
House Christmas tree were placed in the White 
House ornament collection.  

Counseling psychology faculty members from the left, Lisa Larson, Norm 
Scott, Doug Epperson, Meifen Wei, Fred Borgen, David Vogel

Holiday tradition  
ISU Theatre professor designs ornament for White House Christmas tree.

Development, were awarded one point. Single 
article authors were awarded the entire point, 
while articles with multiple authors were fi gured 
out using a declining scale.
 Iowa State fi nished third in the individual 
rankings for both the JCP and the JVB, which 
Epperson says are the more prestigious publication 
outlets for empirical research, as well as in the 
overall rankings.
 “You can argue that the ratings could be done 
in any number of different ways, but by focusing 
on the top journals in counseling psychology, this 
study’s approach is about as legitimate as they 
come,” Epperson said.
 The rankings will help the Department of 
Psychology in its quest to recruit the fi nest faculty 
and students.
 “This ranking affects how we are viewed by 
our peers, so it is important as we continue to 
try to hire top-fl ight faculty and recruit the 
very best graduate students,” Epperson said.

 The best
Continued from page 3

 It also has led Drewes to be recognized 
by the National Association of Biology 
Teachers (NABT) as the recipient of their 
national “Four-Year College Biology Teaching 
Award” for 2002. The NABT award recognizes 
creativity and innovations in undergraduate 
college biology teaching. These innovations 
include curriculum design, teaching strategies 
and laboratory utilization.
 Since 1993 every summer for one to 
two weeks, you will fi nd Drewes at the Iowa 
Lakeside Lab instructing those middle school 
and high school biology teachers in a series of 
workshops in invertebrate biology. Participants 
in Drewes’ workshops will be involved in a 
combination of hands-on classroom inves-
tigations and fi eldwork, including exploring 
the abundant aquatic habitats of the region.
 “Through workshop initiatives, I sought 
to connect or re-connect participating teachers 
with the living, natural world of invertebrates 
in both fi eld and lab settings,” he said. 
“Such efforts gradually led me to believe that 
meaningful interaction of teachers and their 
students with a wide range of living, behaving 
organisms not only enhances their biology 
education in general, but ultimately is crucial 
for promoting ecological awareness and 
preserving biodiversity.”

Donna Kienzler
 Enthusiasm just radiates off 
Donna Kienzler.
 “Teaching is my passion,” she says. 
“The interaction with young minds makes 
you realize what an impact you can have 
on the world. Hopefully I’ve been able 
to give them the fundamentals without 
squashing their enthusiasm.
 “I just love being in the classroom,” she 
continued. “It doesn’t matter which classroom. 
It’s the highlight of my week.”
 It’s little wonder then that Kienzler, 
associate professor of English, has been 
awarded the Meada Gibbs Outstanding 
Teacher Award from the Association of 
Business Communication.
 The annual national award recognizes, 
encourages and rewards excellence in 
teaching business communications. 
Recipients are selected for signifi cant 
contributions to business communication 
teaching methodology and concepts; current 
teaching or training experience on business 
communication; positive student/participant 
and peer/administrative evaluations; and 
conference presentations, research awards 
and publications.
 Kienzler likes to say that she has 
defi ned herself as a teacher for over a third 
of a century. A faculty member in the 
Department of English since 1976, she taught 
everyone from Head Start children to senior 
citizens, in settings from camp to graduate 
school, in subjects ranging from swimming 
to ethical theory.
 “But the subject I most love to teach 
is business communication because of its 
all-encompassing nature,” she says. “As 
researchers we frequently lament in our 
journals that scholarship is more diffi cult 
because of the interdisciplinary demands, 
we as teachers should rejoice in the universal 
applications of our subject.
 “All students from accounting to zoology 
benefi t from sharpening the skills highlighted 
in our discipline.”

  



as the Peace Corps.
 “We have to be engaged in these societies for 
them to understand who we are, and for us to 
understand them,” he said. “Globalization is 
a reality and it’s just going to get bigger 
and bigger.”
 The Manatts and Phelpses have also 
established the Manatt-Phelps Endowed Chair in 
International Political Economy in Iowa State’s 
Department of Political Science.

 Ambassador Charles T. Manatt, a 1958 
Iowa State University alumnus, was the perfect 
individual to christen the new Phelps-Manatt 
Lecture in Political Science.
 Ambassador Manatt returned to campus on 
Thursday, Oct. 24, to give the inaugural talk in 
the newly-formed speaker series, established by 
Thomas and Elizabeth Phelps and Charles and 
Kathleen Manatt.
 The annual lecture will be held during 
the fall of each academic year and will initially 
focus on signifi cant developments in the area 
of international political economy that have 
occurred during the previous year. The aim 
will be to discuss how politics and economics 
affect one another and how these issues are 
transnational in scope, as well as how the issues 
affect and are affected by the state of Iowa.
 A former chair of the California Democratic 
Party, Ambassador Manatt chaired the Democratic 
National Committee from 1981-85, and co-
chaired the 1992 Clinton/Gore presidential 
campaign. From 1991 through March 2001, 
Ambassador Manatt was U.S. Ambassador to 
the Dominican Republic.  After his post ended, 
Ambassador Manatt returned to the law fi rm’s 
Washington, D.C. offi ce to found Manatt Jones 
Global Strategies, a subsidiary of the fi rm that 
develops and implements strategies to expand 
clients’ businesses and facilitate their effective 
competition in global markets.  
 Originally from Audubon, Iowa, Ambassador 
Manatt and fellow Iowa State and George 
Washington University School of Law graduate 

Thomas D. Phelps (’59), founded the law fi rm now 
known as Manatt, Phelps, & Phillips, LLP, in Los 
Angeles. The fi rm currently has offi ces in several 
cities in California and Mexico, in addition to an 
offi ce in Washington, D.C. The fi rm began by 
providing legal services to the banking community, 
but has grown to offer international legal and 
consulting services to the fi nancial, energy, 
healthcare, entertainment, telecommunications, 
technology, agriculture, restaurant, hotel, retail and 
manufacturing industries. Ambassador Manatt also 
founded the First Los Angeles Bank and served as 
its Chairman from 1973-89.
 In his inaugural Manatt/Phelps address, 
“Global Development, Trade Liberalization and 
the American Response,” Ambassador Manatt 
said that the U.S. has always been of two minds 
concerning globalization.
 “On the one hand, we have led the effort to 
build institutions such as the United Nations, 
the IMF, World Bank and collective security 
arrangements such as NATO, to keep the peace, 
promote political and economic cooperation, 
open trade and institute an international system 
based on norms of behavior and the rule of law,” 
Manatt said. “On the other hand, we are deeply 
skeptical about subsuming our own interests to 
the international order, going back to our refusal 
to join the League of Nations that we ourselves 
created, and manifested today in our reluctance to 
join the International Criminal Court or to subject 
ourselves to the Kyoto accords.”
 Manatt spoke of the need for Americans to 
learn about other cultures via organizations such 

Honoring Dad   Children of former math professor honor their father with an endowed chair.
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 William “Bill” Holl said it fi rst. His brother 
and sister quickly echoed his thoughts.
 All three children of Dio L. Holl said their 
father would be a little embarrassed with what 
they have done.
 “He was never for self promotion,” 
Bill Holl said. 
 Holl’s brother Bruce was quick to point out 
that the establishment of the Dio L. Holl Chair 

in Applied Mathematics was important, not only 
to Iowa State’s Department of Mathematics, but to 
the family as well.
 “It’s important to us to have people remember 
him and what he did at and for Iowa State,” Bruce 
Holl said.
 Dio L. Holl came to Iowa State as an assistant 
professor of mathematics in 1925 and taught until 
his death in 1954. A professor of mathematics and 
chair of the department for nine years, he 
was interested both in mathematics and the 
teaching of mathematics.
 Bill and Bruce Holl, along with their sister 
Beth Bierbaum, and Bruce’s wife, Sally, were 
on campus in mid-October to be recognized for 
the establishment of the Holl Chair. Bierbaum 
said a pair of already established awards in their 
father’s honor got her to thinking about further 
recognizing him.
 “I was in Ames and just stopped by the 
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences to see about 
two awards (Dio L. Holl Awards given annually to 
a junior and senior in mathematics),” she recalled. 
“I was very impressed with what was happening 
on campus and in the college.”
 Bierbaum was invited and joined the LAS 
Dean’s Council and started coming back to 
campus twice a year.
 During this time frame, she started 
conversations with the Department of 
Mathematics. Later she brought her brothers into 
the conversation and the three established the Holl 
Chair in Applied Mathematics, a particular interest 
of their father’s.
 “Math is not the romantic side of a university,” 
Bierbaum said. “Other alumni would probably 
look at other departments that are much more 
exciting to donate to. We’re hopeful that we’ve 

helped foster an interest in mathematics at 
Iowa State.”
 That interest should be fostered through 
the fi rst holder of the Holl Chair. Hailiang Liu, 
assistant professor of mathematics, came to Iowa 
State this fall from UCLA, where he was 
an assistant professor of computational and 
applied mathematics. 
 Liu earned his Ph.D. from the 
prestigious Chinese Academy of Sciences and 
has worked in industry in his native China. 
He was named an Alexander von Humboldt 
Research assistant professor at the University of 
Magdeburg in Germany.
 The Department of Mathematics is utilizing 
funds from the Holl Chair to attract strong new 
faculty members to Iowa State. Liu will hold the 
position for the next two years.
 “One of the most diffi cult and important 
responsibilities we have is fi nding the highest 
quality new faculty,” said Justin Peters, 
professor and chair of the Department of 
Mathematics. “It is our intention to make 
maximum use of the endowment by rotating the 
position of Holl Chair every two years, so that 
two years from now we expect to be using the 
endowment to bring in another distinguished 
young faculty member.
 “This will have a real impact in 
maintaining and enhancing the reputation 
of our department.”
 The Dio L. Holl Chair in Applied 
Mathematics was made possible by a gift given 
to the ISU Foundation. The Foundation is a 
private, non-profi t corporation dedicated to 
securing and managing gifts and grants that 
benefi t Iowa State University.

Bill Holl, Beth Bierbaum, and Bruce Holl

Political science lecture series inaugurated, 
established by alumni

 
 

Thomas Phelps and 
Ambassador Charles Manatt



Alumni Awards   LAS alumni honored by Iowa State Alumni Association in October 2002.

Distinguished Achievement Citation 
Established in 1961 to recognize ISU alumni who are 
nationally and/or internationally recognized for preeminent 
contributions to agriculture, arts, education, industry, 
professions, public service, social welfare, science, or other 
endeavors.

Donna J. Brogan
Ph.D. 1967, Statistics…Atlanta, Georgia
 Donna Brogan, professor of biostatistics at the 
Rollins School of Public Health at Emory University, 
is a distinguished scholar in biostatistical research and 
an expert on the statistics of breast cancer. She has had 
a signifi cant impact on the education and training of 
researchers who design or analyze health-related sample 
surveys. Many of these surveys provide information that 
infl uences national and international public health policy. 
Her sample survey publications and workshops identify 
ways to avoid common pitfalls in selecting probability 
samples and analyzing sample survey data.

John Jiansheng Tang
Ph.D. 1994, Organic Chemistry…Sudbury, Massachusetts
 John Jiansheng Tang, senior research scientist at The 
Gillette Advanced Technology Center—U.S., The Gillette 
Company, was the fi rst Iowa State student to receive the 
prestigious BF Goodrich Collegiate Inventors Award when 
he was working on his Ph.D. at Iowa State. Since then, 
he has gone on to receive international recognition for 
his inventiveness. His career—fi rst at the Nelco Chemical 
Company and currently at The Gillett Company—has 
led to 20 U.S. patents and numerous foreign patents 
in technologies used in the commercialization of 
paper making, petroleum, steel making industries, 
and cosmetics. Of special value is his development of 
biodegradable polymers for water treatment programs.

James A. Hopson Alumni Volunteer Award 
Established in 1999 to recognize recent ISU graduates who 
demonstrate loyal and outstanding volunteer service to 
the Alumni Association through early membership in the 
organization and involvement in alumni-related activities.

Jennifer A. Gelbmann
B.S. 1996, English…Minneapolis, Minnesota
 Jennifer Gelbmann, director of alumni services and 

outreach for the Carlson School of Management at the 
University of Minnesota, has achieved a well-deserved 
reputation for her excellent management of one of the 
school’s most valuable resources—its alumni volunteers. 
She prepared well for her current position: while she was 
a student at Iowa State, she was a member of the Student 
Alumni Association and served as co-chair for the Student 
Foundation Committee.

Faculty Citation 
Established in 1948 to recognize ISU faculty for inspiring 
service to students, alumni, the university, and the profession.

Kathleen M. Trahanovsky
M.S. 1962, Ph.D. 1969, Organic Chemistry…Ames, Iowa 
State University
 Kathleen Trahanovsky, adjunct associate professor 
of chemistry, is a cherished teacher, mentor, advisor, 
counselor, and career consultant. Her commitment and 
dedication to students is inspirational, and her service 
to Iowa State spans more than three decades. Teaching 
excellence is a way of life for Trahanovsky; her peers 
consistently rank her one of the department’s best. 
Among her many awards and recognitions was the 1994 
Government of the Student Body Faculty Member of 
the Year award. This award is given to one member of 
the faculty in each college and based solely on student 
recommendations. She has also received the Ruth Swenson 
Award for Outstanding Advising and the Anna Pate 
Mentoring Award from the Program for Women in Science 
and Engineering.

Superior Service Award 
Established in 1971 to recognize ISU staff members for 
outstanding service to students, alumni, and the university.

Liese VanderBroek
Webster City, Iowa State University
 Liese VanderBroek, ISU Theatre secretary, is a 
respected member of the department, dedicated to serving 
its students, faculty, staff, alumni, and the general public 
for more than 10 years. She coordinates the day-to-day 
operations for the theatre program, creates fi nancial 
reports, answers students’ questions, and supports the 
faculty—all while maintaining a calm demeanor amidst 

the stressful fl urry of public performances. Her fl exibility 
and attention to detail are vital to the success of the 
department’s ongoing programs and services.

Stanek named to Dean's 
Council 
 Edward Stanek, a 
1972 Ph.D. graduate in 
physics from Iowa State, has 
joined the College of Liberal 
Arts and Sciences (LAS) 
Dean’s Council, a group of 
alumni and friends of LAS 
who meet twice a year 
on campus.
 Stanek is the chief 
executive of the Iowa 
Lottery, an organization 
of over $180 million with 
annual profi ts of $48 
million. He developed 
the popular lottery game 
Powerball and organized a 
nationwide consortium to 
manage and sell the game. Powerball has annual sales 
over $2 billion. 
 He is a member of the Board of Directors of both 
the Multi-State Lottery Association and TV Game Show 
Group.Prior to serving with the Iowa Lottery, Stanek was 
the executive director of the Iowa Offi ce for Planning and 
Programming from 1981-85 and director and chair of the 
Iowa Energy Policy Council from 1978-81.
 In 1990, Stanek received the Iowa Academy 
of Science Distinguished Service Award for “original 
scientifi c work in the areas of energy and environ-
mental protection.”
 He is also the author of several books on history and 
fi ne arts related topics including The Furniture of John 
Henry Belter and the Rococo Revival, a book on America’s 
most outstanding cabinet maker from 1840-1863.
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 As a high school student, Thomas 
Lammers was his school newspaper’s editor. It 
seemed natural for him to be a journalist when it 
came time to enroll at Iowa State University.
 When signing up for classes as a freshman, 
his advisor enrolled Lammers in a variety of 
general education courses.
 That is until the faculty advisor began to 
enroll Lammers in a biology course and an 
accompanying lab entitled “Biology of Animals.”
 “I thought back to my biology class in high 
school and remembered I didn’t do very well 
dissecting animals,” Lammers recalled. “I asked if 
there was any other biology course I could take.”
 That other biology course was Biology 
102B (“Biology of Plants”), a non-majors course 
taught by Iowa State botany professor George 
Knaphus.
 “I just fell in love with that course,” Lammers 
said. “I never got around to taking a journalism 
class and ended up switching my major at the 
end of the fall.”
 Lammers said it was Knaphus that fi rst 
opened his eyes to the marvels of the plant and 
fungal kingdoms.
 “He was such an engaging teacher, so adept 
at making the topic at hand fascinating, that I 
immediately changed majors. He was such an 
engaging professor who was able to discuss a 
subject in a way that could interest non-science 
majors,” he said. “I would not be a professional 
botanist today were it not for George Knaphus.”
 Today Lammers is an assistant professor 
and curator of the herbarium at the Department 
of Biology and Microbiology at the University 
of Wisconsin-Oshkosh where he teaches plant 
taxonomy, plant anatomy and a general botany 
class for majors. He has also worked at the Field 
Museum in Chicago.

High praise  Alumnus names plant species after former Iowa State botany professor.

 At Wisconsin, Lammers is highly sought after 
by botanists from institutions like the Missouri 
Botanical Garden, the New York Botanical Garden, 
the Smithsonian Institution and other major 
research institutions to help identify new plant 
species from the mountains of South America.
 “In the last 14 years I have described 42 
species and three subspecies of the Lobelioideae 
(family) as new, but I have never seen one of 
them living,” Lammers said. “These institutions 
routinely send me unidentifi ed specimens 
primarily from Andean South America with 
requests to identify them.”
 Lammers estimates that one out of every 16 
such specimens submitted to him has turned out 
to be an unnamed species. 
 “‘Easy specimens that the collector can 
identify are not usually sent to me, only the 
‘problem’ specimens,” Lammers said.
 One such sample recently sent to Lammers 
by the Missouri Botanical Garden was collected 
in 1987 by W. S. Hoover. While it was Hoover 
that saw it in the fi eld, plucked the plant and 
preserved it by pressing and drying it, Lammers 
actually identifi ed it as a new plant.
 Lammers, a 1977 botany graduate of Iowa 
State, decided to recognize Knaphus by naming 
the plant after the former botany professor. 
 “It is customary in botany to name species for 
botanists who have made valuable contributions 
to our science,” he said. 
 The new species, Burmeistera knaphusii 
Lammers, was named in honor of Knaphus, who 
died in 2000.
 Burmeistera knaphusii Lammers is in the 
bellfl ower family (Campanulaceae), along with 
native and cultivated bellfl owers and their 
relatives. The plant was discovered in a relatively 

unexplored portion of the Golondrinas Mountains 
of northern Ecuador. This particular species is a 
woody vine with fl owers more than an inch long.
 “Dr. K (Knaphus) was instrumental in 
starting me down what has been an extremely 
rewarding career path,’ Lammers said. “I owe 
him an enormous debt of gratitude for his time, 
effort, and encouragement during my four years 
at Iowa State. In my entire academic career, I have 
never known a professor who was as dedicated to 
instilling a love of plants in students as Dr. K was.
 “In the classroom, laboratory and fi eld, 
he opened the eyes of thousands of 
undergraduate students to the marvels 
of the plant and fungal kingdoms.”

Thomas Lammers
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